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COMMUNICATIONS. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


THE “ONE CENTRE” 
tin. Forror,—Here are seven axioms all drawn from 
and tending to the*‘ one centTRE.” They are copied 


titled, ** A solemn Address to all Christians; but special- 


wf christian fellowship, and the union of doctrines ; in 
which are shewn the harmony.of the christian system 
with the doctrine of Universal Salration——By SAMUEL 
Barer.” The author labours to prove that the dos- 
(rine of endless (orments cannot be a doctrine of union ; 
and obseves that “the might go further and state the 
gonsequences Of admitting the doctrine of endless 
misery,” and concludes by remarking, ‘* that as they 
.1 never unite in that doctrine, be will endeavour to 
hew where they can unite. He then introduces these 
axioms whieh, * if fairly canvassed, will be considered a 
-ommary view of the character of Jehovah.” 

here is a most complete reciprocation of action be- 

veen all centres and their satellites; and as it is im- 
possible that those of Jupiter should receive attraction 

wt gravitation from any other planet than Jupiter, so it 
:s impossible that man should yeceive any other attrac- 
4ion than from the “one CENTRE,” 

* All teaw’ling through one beauteous gate, 

** fo one eternal hoine.” 
4ji travelling through the gospel gate to the city of eter- 
ial rejoicing. 

The reasons why 1 have offered the follow ing extract 

«a candidate for admission into the Magazine, are these : 
}. Because it is known that the author, after he had 
‘vrote and put his pamphlet into circulation, turned a- 
out and became once again a Baptesi ; in consequence 
of which the pamphlet was suppressed when but a few 

dad gone into circulation. 2. Because itis supposed 
‘he again advocated endless lorments, otherwise he would 
not have suppressed the work. 3. And -hecause it is’ 
considered much to the point, and may be a means of 
enlightening some minds into the ground of the union 
of all doctrines, and thereby in a measure expunge up- 
charitableness. RUST-ICUS, 

‘ TRF. BXTRAGT. 

As there is ‘but one centre of essential and eternal 
union, whatever serves to unile any two things, belongs 
to the ground of ihe-untion of al! things; and every cen- 
dre draws every thing within its jurisdiction to itself, 

Now God is that OnE CRNTR#H, Under whose control 
are all things; and all of hie plat, and the execution of 
it are but manifestations of his own character; of course, 
whatever belongs to his plan, or to the execution of it, 
must have a tendency to unite al] things together: and 
must answer, also, exactly, to his essential character. 
Therefore, I will state the seven following axiows: 

1. God is @NE; therefore nothing can be said to be- 


fo unite all things in one.* 

2. God is Love; therefore all that is connected wit!) 
his plan, or to the execution of it, must serve to do away 
hatred, and promote love ; and must be good and mer 
ciful in its tendency and end. 

3. God is HOLY; therefore nothing can beleng to h)., 
plan, or the execution of it, but what serves tp put » | 
end to cortuption, and promote holiness. 
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4 the doctrine of universal salvation, but the doctrine of 
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* The reader will remember that sin is nota thing, bu | 
the wrong exercise or practice of a thing, 


4. God is unlimited and endlessly copp ; therefore 
nothing can ever come within the bounds of his plan, or 
the execution of it, but what is designed to promote the 
good of aJl his creatures. 

5. God is a SAViowr ; therefore nothing can be at his 
dispesal, which is worth saving, but what sill be saved. 

6. God is the rinse and the nase; therefore no oth- 
er opposite being can ever exist co-eternal with himeelf.* 

7, God is an ENEMY TO TRE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS; 
therefore he can never de any thing ithat will serve to 
establish that kingdom. 

These seven axioms, if fairly eanvaestd, are consider- 
ed to-be a summary view of the character of Jehovah, 
and a light which will direct to the préper ground of 
the union of a the doctrines which are to be believed, 
of his universal plan of providence and grave. 

According to the truth of these axioms, every doctrine 
which disagrees with them, is a centrifugal doctrine ; 
every one with which they will unite is centripetal, and 
of the gospel ; and whatever doctrine unites them all m 
one, is the ground of the union of all doctrines. 

The two candidates for this ofice are, the doctrine of 
Endless Torments, and the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion. Which ever of these doctrines agrees with these 
seven axioms, and wil] unite them all in one, is the doc- 
trine sought for; which wi!l unite all the doctrines in 
the christian religion. Now it is.easy to see that not 
one of these seven axiome will agree with the doetrine 
of endless torments ¢ but that they will ail harmonize in 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation. 

1. The first axiom supposes——that the finishing work 
will be to unite all things in one, as the apostle Paul has 
proved—-Eyh. i. 9, 10, “ Having made known unto us 
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 
which he hath purposed in himself, that in the dispensa- 
tion of the fulness of times, he might gather togetber in 
one ail things in Christ, both which afe in heaven and 
which are on earth, even in him.*? This accorc+ with 


endless torments conflicts it, and supposes that there 
will be an endless separation among mankind. 

2. The second argues—that at last al) beings will be 
saved from their animosities and hatred to their Maker, 
and one another, and be completely reconciled in love 
and harmony ; according to what is expressed in Col. i. 
19, 20, ** For it pleased the Father that in him should 
al] fulness dwell: and having made peace through the 
blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things to him- 
self; whether they be things in earth or things in heay- 
en.» The doctrine of endless torments will not admit 
this, for that implies eternal ‘hroils and envyings among 
a part of mankind, both against God and each other; 
but the doctrine of universal salvation vindicates the 
same thing. 

3. The third demonstrates—that Ged hath designed 
so to extend the power and efficacy of his grace as to 
cleanse all that kas been defiled by sin, and promote 
in ‘he same beings, holiness and Jife; as is expressed in 
Rom. v. 20, 21, ** But where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound ; that as sin hath reigned unto death, 
vso might grace reign through righteousness unto eter- 
nal Jife by Jesus Christ our Lord ;” and in Daniel ix. 
°4, ‘Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people 
nd upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and 

ke and end of sin.”? One with this idea, is the doc- 


* The idea that saints and angels will exist co-eternal 





‘ith God, does not militate with this axiom, forthey 
are consideted as ene with him. 


trine of universal salvation ; but the doctrine of endless 
torments is altogether inadmissible on this ground ; for 
the endless existence of sin and corruption, are necessa- 
ry to the existence of torment zo long. 

4, The fourth isa proof, thatall God's creatures murt 
finally and equally, according to their capacity, be mad* 
partakers of his goodness; because all that God doet#¥ 
to any man, or that he can ever do to any one, must he 
designed for, and have a tendency to promote his good ; 
and is the sum of what is expressed in Psalm cxlv. 9, 
“The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies arr 
over all his works 5”? and in Zeph. iii. 8, 9, “* Therefore 
wait ye upon me until the day that I rise up to the 
prey; for my determination is, to assemble the nation-, 
that I may gather the kingdoms to pour upon them mine 
indignation, even all my fierce wrath ; for all the earti, 
shall be destroyed with the fire of my jealousy: for then 
{ will turn unto the people a pure langnage that thev 
may all cal] upon the name of the Lord, and serve him 
with one consent.”? ‘The ufiversa] doctrine corrobo- 
rates this testimony; but the doctrine of endless tor 
ments renders it impossible to be true ; for that requires 
that God should imlict a punishment upon a part of 
mankind, that ennnot be designed to promote their good ; 
but which will extort dreadful blasphemies from them 
instead of giving them a pure language, that they might 
al] call upon the name of the Lord and serve him with 
one consent. ® 

5. The fifth declares—that nothing can be at God’s 
disposal which is worth saving, but what will be sayed ; 
agreeably to the following scriptures: ‘* John vi, 39— 
Acts iii. 20—Jobniii. 35. ** The Father loveth the Son, 
and hath given all things into his hands: And this is 
the Father’s will that sent me, that of all which he hath 
given me, I should lose nothing, but should raise it up 
at the last day. And he shall send Jesus Christ, which 
before was preached unto you; whom the heavens must 
receive until the times of the REsTiTuTION of all things, 
spoken of by the mouth of all bis holy prophets since 
the world began.”” The doctrine of endless torments 
stands opposed to all this; for according to that, mil- 
liens of precions souls, each worth more than a thousand 
worlds, instead of being saved by the Saviour, will be 
sentenced by him to endless destruction, so that not 
one half of what the Father hath made and given to the 
Son, will ever be restored; but the doctrine of univer- 
sal salvation agrees perfectly with both the axiom and 
the scriptures, 

6. The sixth supposes— that no opposite being to Ged 
can exist co-eternal with him; but that Satan, who is 
his foe, must be destroyed with all his works, as the 
scriptures declare. Heb. ii. 14, 15, “* Forasmuch then. 
as the children are partokers of flesh and blood, he also 
took part of the same, that by death he might destroy 
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil ;°— 
and 1 Johniii.8, * For this purpose wse the Son of God 
manifest, that he might destroy the works of the devil." 
Very different from the doctrine of universal  salva- 
teu ; the doctrine of endless torments contradicts this 
alro, and asserts that both Satan and his works will reign 
coreternal with God bimself. 

7 The seventh and last axiom—renders it impossible 
for God to do any thing that will serve to perpetuate 
or establish the kingdom of darkness; but that he will 
destroy it compjetely, and build up his own, and so there 
will remain but one kingdom; which is what Paul ex- 
pressed to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. xv. 24, 25, ** Then 
cometh the en),when he shall have delivered np the king- 
dom to the Father; when he shall have put déwn all rife 
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and all authority; for he must reign until he hath put 
all enemies under bis feet.” This is exactly what the, 
doctrine of universal salvation looks forward to; but, 
9 how different from it, is the the doctrine of endless 
torments! 

The doctrine of endless torments supposes, that the 
time will come, when God the Father shall establish the 
kingdom of darkness, to exist as Jong as his own; and 
when he shall give more of the work of his own hands 
to the prince of it, for him to rule over them, than he 
wil] to his beloved son. 

It is not thought to be arrogant now to say, that full 
evidence bas been given that the doctrine of endless 
torments conflicts all the foregoing axioms, so that if 
but one of them be true—if but one of them answers to 
the name given it, the doctrine must be false; but that 
the doctrine of universal salvation, not only agrees with 
all of them; but that it is the centre where they all 
meet together, Hence it is certain that the doctrine 
of universal salvation, which has-been thought to be 
*o opposed to the christian religion is indeed the only 
ground on which all her doctrines can unite. 

This accounts for the constant jarrings and disagree- 
ment there has always been among professors of relig- 
iou. They have not understood wherein they agree, 
but have always rejected the only ground of their 
union ; of course there never can be any harmony in 
the christian world, until the power of divine truth has 
made it manifest to every one, that all things shall be 
restored. Then will there be but one fold and one 

shepherd ; but one voice will be heard in praise to God; 
and the united efforts of all the saints give complete 
Victory over the man of sin. 
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WE publish this letter with pleasure because it evin- 
ces proof that people begin to be suspicious of the old 
doctrine of eternal misery, and will not receive that as 
truth which is supported by nothing but the ipse dixit 
of a preacher. 

A LETTER 
Addressed to the Rev. Samvuxrs B. Witson of Freder- 
icksburg, Vir. 


Fredericksburg, Nov. 5, 1820. 
Rev. Sir,—It may appear to you rather presumptu- 
eus that one in my situation should address a letter of 
this kind to you, but sir, I assure you that presumption 
*s entirely out of the case, and it is with difidence that 
} have ventured to trouble you. The situation of each 
of us being so unequal, and you having so much more 
time than myself to devote to such labors; it has not 
Yeen without considerable reflection that J have under- 
taken to write; and were it not that the opinions which 
I hold had been vitiated, together with the considera- 
tion that it is the duty of every man to support his opin- 
Sus if he can, by giving a reason of the hope that is 
in him, I should be willing to lay down my pen where 
¥am and write no further. I therefore hope you will 
receive this as the dictates of a heart influenced by a 
feeling no worse than a Jove of truth. Your discourse 
jast sabbath is what has been the cause of this commu- 
nication. Your text on the morning of that day, was 
as recorded io John xii. 48; *‘ He that rejecteth me 
and receiveth not-my words hath one that judgeth him : 
the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him 
im the last day.” I think, sir, you stated it was not the 
time then for Christ to exercise judgment; which you 
made appear by part: of the preceding verse: ‘* 1 came 
not to judge the world but to save the world;” but 
that he would sit asthe judge at the last day. This 
perhaps you did not see was contrary te what you was 
eadeavouring to prove, which wasthat the word he had 
spoken: should judge us inthe last day.. Let us now 
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fidel aud unbeliever, believe it? He says also in chap. 
iii. 16, 17, ** For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son that whosoever believed on him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. For God 
sent not his son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through him might be saved. He 
that believeth on him is not condemned, but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only begotten son of 
God.” Likewise in 2 John v. 10, 11, ‘* He that be- 
lieveth on the son hath the witness in himself; he that 
believeth not God hath made him a liar, because he 
believed not the record God gave of his son. And this 
is the record that God hath given to us eternal life and 
this life is in his son.”” Does not the Universalist be- 
lieve this? And if be not labouring to make others be- 
lieve it? Yes, sir, he believes that ‘* eternal life’’ was 
given us in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the 
world as an inheritance, and that this inheritance is as 
sure as that Christ came into the world. If he believes 
this, hew does be make God a liar? You probably may 
say, by a confession of the mouth while the heart is 
far from this cpnfession. If he says he believes in the 
sufficiency of Christ to purify him from sin, and that 
this purification is through the infinite wisdom and good- 
ness of God, who hath given us this ‘‘ free gift” to de 
stroy the boasting of salvation by works, and then goes 
on to tell you that there is a certain means by which 


if we do not use these means, we are in danger of eter- 
nal damnation, | agree with you, it is by a confession 
of the mouth separate from the heart; but does the U- 
niversalist do this? And if he does not, who does?— 
The Universalist does not deny that faith is absolutely 
necessary to realise and understand these truths; 
and you will finc, if you examine human nature, that 


grace, that it will lead to repentance and good works. 
But recollect that this faith must come from the great 
First Cause of all things; ‘‘for faith and repentance 
are the gift of God.” |. When, therefore, God sees fit 
to give all ** faith and repentance,” all will believe and 
be saved ; .and this he will do in his own due time, for 
*‘ he worketh all things after the counsel of his own will,’ 
‘ for he is in Christ reconciling the world unto himself,’ 
(not himself to the world) ‘not impnting their trespas- 
ses unto them.’ This sir, is the belief of the Universal- 
ist, for which he euffers reproach and persecution. Yes 
sir, ‘for trusting im the living God who is the Saviour 
of all men, specially of those that believe,’ and for 
which he is classed with the infidel and self-righteous, 
by one who can stand inGod’s sanctuary and think he 
is doing God service by such actions. It would have 
been better to have exercised a little more of the spi r 
of our divine teacher from heaven, and prayed that their 
eyes might be opened, if they were wrong, and that 
light might shine opon them instead of making blank 
assertions without any kind of proof whatever. You 
classed the Universalist with the unbeliever. I think J 
have proved to you in the preceding part of this letier, 
what constitutes an vunbeliever, but lest the proof 
should not be sufficient for you, I will still go on. I¢ 
belief in the above record and the unchangeable good_ 
ness of God towards mankind, and that “ if the chil- 
dren forsake his ‘WaW “and walk not in his command- 
ments, then he will visit their iniquities with stripes; 
nevertheless his loving kindness he will not utterly take 
from them nor suffer his faithfulness to fail ;? and also, 
“That in the dispensation of tbe fulness of times he 
will gather together in one all things inChrist both which 
are in heaven and which are on earth, even in him ;” 
and likewise, that the Lord hath sworn in his righteous- 
ness, ‘* that unto him every knee shall bow and every 
tongue shail swear that in the Lord they had righteous- 





take a part of the word and see how it will judge what , 
we believe. He says, verse 47th, ‘I caine not to judge | 
the world, but to save the world. Does not the Uni-' 
“salt, whom you were pleased to elass with the in- 


ness aud strength,”” if faith in these these things make 
an unbeliever, then the Universulist is one; for you 
cahnot deny, and he wi'l not attempt it, that he be- 
jieves m them without limitation. But, as stated be- 
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this *“* grace,” or ‘* free gift” is to be obtained, and that 


when faith is obtained, which you call the means of; 
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fore, if he should confess this with his mouth, and in his 
heart separate himself from the rest of the world, call 
himself by some holy name, and declare that a would 
not be gathered together in Christ, and that God’s loving 
kindness would utterly be taken away from three fourths 
or seven eighths of the world, unless they do something 
to obtain this loving kindness, then I think, it would 
appear pretty evident he was trusting in something very 
much like filthy rags, and possessed of considerable of 
that spirit which actuates those who say, ‘* Lord, I 
thank thee that [ am not like other men, or stand hy 
thyself, come not near me, for I am holier than thou.” 
This sir, would not only be unbelief, but self-righteous. 
ness in the highest degree; and you will recollect you 
stated in plain words that the Universalist was a seli- 
righteons person. The difficnity between us sir, seems 
to be that you think all wil] not finally believe, there- 
fore all will not finally be saved; and you stated tha‘ 
some died in unbelief, which appeared to be couclisiyo 
evidence for you, and | dare say for many of your hear- 
ers; but sir, there was one unfortunate enoug!: to wan 
proof still stronger, for this reason—that as we know 
all men die imperfect, even the best of cliristians, anc 
our belief is that by the power of God they are purified 
after death, we would ask, why it is notin the powre 
of God, and why it is not his will; as much in the o1 
case, as the other, to make the unbeliever believe anc 
separate his imperfections from him as well as to pe: 
fect the saint? That the unbeliever willnever be macs 
to believe remains to be. proved by you. 
called upon to prove that he would believe, we should 
doubtlessly say that when all should say that in the 
Lord they had righteousness and strength, they would 
most certainly believe in him. 

It is necessary for me to take notice of your endeav- 
ours to prove endless unmerciful punishment, by the 
parable in Matt. xxv. 31—46. How you knew that this 
was an account of the last judgment ! cannot tell, fo) 
nothing of a lasi judgment is spoken of in the account ; 
but Christ tells his disciples that this separation should 
take place, when he should conie in his glory with hi+ 
holy angels, and he had just before in the 24th chaptes 
30th to 34th verses, stated that that generation should 
not pass until those things were seen and fulfilled. 

In the beginning of your discourse | think you stated 
that the Universalist was placing too much dependence 
on the goodness of God and his mercy—that God wes 
not all mercy without justice. If justice could require 
the everlasting punishment of a sinuer for his sins, or if 
sin is infinite, then 1 agree with you ; but if God visits 
our iniquities with stripes, yet will not utterly take from 
us his loving kindness, then the Universalist does not 
trust too much in God’s mercy. When that mercy 
fails, and judgment rejoices against mercy imstead of 
mercy against judgment, then I hold the hope of the 
Universalist is smal], and your hope sir, is as small as 
his; for you will not but allow you have committed one 
sin if no more. If tben sin is infinite your one sin de- 
serves an infinite punishment, and his mercy and loving 
kindness must in his justice as utterly fail to you as tos. 
others who have sinned more. If you endeavour to get 
off by sayiug you have repented and accepted of the 
infinite atonement, I will just ask you who gave you 
repentance, and will not he who gave it you give it usin 
his own due time? But sir, let me only a-k what right 
have any of us to limit the mercy of the Holy One of 
Israel when be has assured us it is from everlasting to 
everlasting. There is one part of your-discourse which 
contains a spark of charity, which for the sake of chris- 
tianity I notice with pleasure, as you sir, cert:inly 
should receive credit for-it as a minister.of the gospel. 
jt was this—You stated the Universalist was a good mo- 
ral man and a good member of society. But this how- 
ever | was again sorry you did not consider-much. [| 
now wish to ask you, sir, if the Universalist or moral 
man should be fourd to have an wnshaken contidence 
in the goodness .nd mercy of his Creator, willing at all. 
dimes to submit to his dispensations, not even for- 
getting to help those that need, to weep with those: 


If we were 
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would the people all be in, in a short time, if every indi- 
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that weep, rejoice with those that rejoice; not even 
forgetting bis obligations of any kind which he owes bis 
fellow man, and bis universal love towards them, if it 
would not be just such a person as you would wish to 
make, and what all your preaching is intended for ?— 
Why then do you not extend to him the hand of fel- 
towship as a brother, even if he does not think as you 
tio? and not persecute and vilify him because he can- 
not believe in a creed of eternal misery. 
A HEARER. 
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THE STATE CONVENTION, 
THE question, whether the christian religion must be 


who have deserted from them, and been persecu- 
ted by them. And it: does not require the spirit of pro- 
phecy to see, that if the congregationalists continue to 
support their cause by being rigorous with the law, they 
will thereby subserve the interest of those sects who are 
more liberal] in their economy. 
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David says in the 9th Psalm, ‘‘ The wicked shajl be 
turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.” 
In another place he says; ** All nations whom thou hast 
made, shall come and worship before thee, O Lord, and 
shall glorify thy name.” Now as it is generally believ- 
ed, that those who are turned into hell will never be- 
come the true worshippers of God, it is required how 
both these passages can be true?. There surely are no 
nations of men who were not created by God, for he is 








supported by law, or whether it may prosper as well, 
and do as much good in society, without the aid of le- 
rislation seems now to engage the attention of the great 
council of the State. 

Those who are in favour of assisting religion by lzgis- 
ation, contend that without religion society would be- 
eome immediately corrupted, that there would be no 
sabbaths, no meeting of public worship, no piety, &c. 
Vhus they labour in vain, and their work is for nought, 
for the question is not whether religion is good and prof- 
table to society, but whether it may not flourish as well 
without the civil arm as with it. Again they advance 


the Creator of all things. How then can it be true that 
God created all nations, and that all nations whom he 
has created, will come and worship before him, and glo- 
rify his name, and yet all nations who have forgotten 
him be turned into a hell from which there is no deliy- 
erance ? ' 

We certainly do not understand how these passages 
can be reconciled according to the generally received 
opinion conceyning hell. But if hell may mean some- 
thing from which there may be a deliverance, then those 
nations which have forgotten God and are in conse- 
quence thereof turned into hell, may, being delivered, 





in their protracted arguments, that if jt be granted that 
religion isa good thing, it ought of course to be incor- 
porated into our State constitution, so that our legisla- 
tors may give it all the support it needs. Thus again 
they reason in violation of common sense, for it does 
not follow, of course, that because a thing is right, good, 
er necessary for the benefit of society, that it must 
thercfore be urged by law. The shining of the sun, 
the falling of the rain, the distilling of the dew, the 
flowing of the rivers, the blowing of the wind, the spring- 
ing up and the growing of vegetation are all of indis- 
pensible importance to man’s existence and happiness, 
but none of these good thin,s can be promoted by le- 
gislation. What a wretched state would society be in 
if the covenant of marriage should no more be entered 
into; hut because this is of indispensible importance, 
‘ts it therefore necessary to compell young men to mar- 
ry whether they will or not? Are not the laws of na- 
ture, which are of God paramount to any Jaw that 
ceuld be enacted by our legislators? What distress 


vidual of society should say, I will do no more labour, 
and abide by the resolution ? Is.it therefore necessary to 
make laws to compell the husbandman to labour ia the 
field? No, because the expected profit is a law quite 
sufficient to induce them to see to their-farms. What 
would become of our popular towns if the merchants 
should all say they would do no more business, would 
send no more ships abroad, would bring no more merchan- 


dize into the conntry,nor carry any more out / Besure it] 


would be disasterous indeed ; is it therefore necessary 
to compel] the merchant by law to see and attend to his 
business? No, for his bopes of gain are quite sufficient 
without any such law. 

But this matfer of reiigion is of such a nature, and 
people have so little interest in it that if the law does 


not compel us to the expense, we. should all desert it 
at once! Thus the Clergy ang the Lawyers, who are 


the eyes of the people, are striving to the utmost of 
their wisdom and influence, to keep religion from falling 
to decay. And it is: probable they will effect its sup. 
port by law, whichis the.only rockon which the chureb 
can be safely built; so as te withstand the gates of hell. 

There is one thing among many others, which is wor- 
fay of notice ; and that is, those sects which. have left 
the congregational order have increased ‘wonderfully in 
this country for halfa century without the aid of the law 
The congregational) order alone have made use of the law, 


pay to their deliverer and Saviour the worship due to 
his name. 


sto 


SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 

The Southern Association of Universalists met at the 
house of Br. RicHARD CARRIaUE, in Attleborough, 
on Tuesday the 12th instant. 

1. Chose Br. Enras Smira, Moderator. 

2. Chose Br. Josuva Fuiace, Clerk, 

2. In compliance with a request from the Rev. 
Zephaniah 8. Crossman, fromthe religious denomina- 
tion called ** Christians” to be received into fellowship 
as a believer in and preacher of the Abrahamic faith of 
the salvation ofall the nations of the earth, it was voted 
that said Zeph. 8, Crosman, be received into fellow- 
ship with this Association, 

4. Adjourned to 90’cloek, Wednesday morning. 

Wednesday morning met according to adjournment. 
Order of Public Services were as follows :— 

MORNING SERVICE. 

Br. Hosea Ballou, the Introductory Prayer.—Br. 
Joshua Flagg, the Sermon, from Matt. xi. 32, ‘¢ And 
whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it 
shall be forgiven him : but whosoever speaketh against 
ihe Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in 
this world, nor-in the world to come. Br. Zephaniah 
S. Crossman, the Concluding Prayer. 

AFTERNOON SERVICE, 
Br. Elias Smith, the Introductory Prayer. Br. Ho- 
sea Ballou, the Sermon from Col. ii. 18, 19, ** Let no 
man beguile you of your reward, in a voluntary humili- 
ty, and worshiping of angels, intruding into tiose things 
which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly 
mind ; and not holding the head, from which all the 
body by joints and bands, having nourished ministered, 
and knit together; increaseth with the, increase of God. 
Br. Richard Carrique, Concluding Prayer. . 
EVENING SERVICE, 

Br. Joshua Flagg, the Introductory Prayer. Br. 
Elias Smith, the Sermon from 1 John iii. 8, ‘* He that 
committeth sin is of the devil ; for the devi) sinneth 
from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested that be might destroy the works of the 
devil.””. Br. Hosea Ballou, the Concluding Prayer. 

5. Adjourned to meet with the Norfolk Society, in 
Stoughton and Cantop, the second Wednesday in June, 





and they have diminished when compared with those 


| 1821. 





































































CONSOLATION IN DEATH. 

That a belief in the doctrine of Universal Salvation is 
caleulated to render its possessor willing to leave the 
world, and to administer peace-in a dying hour, we bave 
abundant proof; as an instance we notice the words of 
Simeon of old. When holding the blessed babe of Beth- 
lehem in his arms, he exclaimed in extacy; ‘* Lord 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according 
to thy word ; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all peo- 
ple, a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 
people Israel.”” 


INSTALLATION. 
The Rev. Exsas Smita will be Installed agspastoi 
over the ** Thard Universalist Society’_in this town, on 
WEDNESDAY next, Jan. 3. Services to commence 
at 2 o’clock, P.M. , 


— +o 


DEDICATION. 

The new meeting house belonging to the “ First Um» 
versalist Society” in Roxbury, wil] be Dedicated to the 
service of Almighty God, on THURSDAY next, Jan. 4-- 
Services to commence at 1-2 past 1 o’clock, P. M. 


nL 
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To Correspondents. 

The editor acknowledges the polite request which be 
received from *“* A Patron,” to insert in the Magazine- 
a Sermon which he delivered at Attleborough, on the 
13th instant, before the Southern Association; but as 
the sermon was not written, and would be too lengthy 
if it were, to be published in the paper, he regrets that 
he must forego the pleasure of complying with the wish- 
es of one whom he would be happy to oblige. 

‘+ [| ####* in reply to the editor is received and shall 
have au insertion in our nexf, 
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MARRIED, 

In this town, by Rev. Dr. Channing, Mr. John G.. 
Hales to Miss Elizabeth S, Rolaff. 

By Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Charles Coolidge, of Wa- 
tertown, to Miss Eunice K. Carter.—Mr. Isaac Ballard, 
to Miss Sarah Aun Sylvester.—Mr. Edmund Hay, jun, 
to Miss Lucy Powers.. 

By Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Elijaly Trask, jr. to Miss Sal- 
ly Woliarton. 

By the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, Mr. Orville Dewey, of Glou- 
cester, to Miss Louisa Farnham. . 


EEE: 
DIED, 

In this town,.Mr: Abraham Bazin, jr. aged 23--Mr 
George Blanchard, 49.— Miss Mery Hannes, 28.— Mrs. 
Charlotte Ellison, 41.—Mre. Mary Lord, 65.—John 
Gallison, Esq. 32.—Mr. Timothy Fletcher, printer, 40. 
Mr. William Ellison, 49.—Mrs. Lydia Greenleaf Bruce, 
27.—Mrs. Ann Lafuven Freeman, 85.—Mr. Jedediah 
Lincoln, 60.—Mr. John Ames, 49. 

In South Reading, Mrs. Hannah Stimpson, aged 52,. 
wife of Mr. Wm. Stimpson, and daughter of Mr. Jona- 
than Wheeler, late ofthis town. 


—— — 
(-THIS DAY. PUBLISHED, 


And for sale at This Office—Price 20 cents, 


REVIEW of a Sermon, delivered at Stoughton, 

August 20, 1820, by the Rev. Ebenezer Gay, be- 
ing designed to refute the doctrine. of Universal Saiva- 
tion ; more particularly a Sermon delivered in Stough+ 
ton in June last, by the Rev. Joshua Flagg, of Scituate. 
By Richarp Carriavy, pastor of the *‘ First Univer- 
salist Society in Attleboreugh.” 


STRICTURES 
ON REV. MR. CHANNING’S SERMON. 
UST Published and for sale at this Office, STRIC-. 
TURES on Rev. Dr. Cuannine's Sermon, enti- 
tled, Religion a social principle, delivered im Federab- 
street Church on Sunday, Dec. 10, 1820.—By Hosta 
Baxov, pastor of the Second Universalist Society im. 
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Boston.—Price 12 1-2 cente. 
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POETS’ CORNER. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 





nan 
tr, Eprtor,—The following hymn, song, or what- 
ever you may please to call it, has for a long time been 
a theme which has awakened the attention of ‘* pious 
christians,’ when assembled together for religious con- 
ference. It may be well to republish it, that the world 
at large may know to what profit those hours are spent 
which we ate so frequently informed are devoted to 
religious meditation. if you should see fit to republish 
this together with the Parody, they are at your dispo- 
sal for that purpose. T.M.B. 
HYMN. 
BEHOLD a man threescore and ten 
Upon a dying bed ; 
He’s run his race, and got no grace, 
An awful sight indeed! 


Poor man—he lies in sore surprise, 
And thus he doth complain ; 

No grace I’ve got, and I cannot 
Recall my time again, 


This is the trath, Pve spent my youth 
In sinful sports and mirth ; 

Put far away the evil day, 
And scarcely thought on death. 


My conscienee then could not refrain, 
But gave me many a checks 

Bat wilfully 1 put him by— 
His voice I did reject. 


God's spirit came once and egain 
To me from realms above ; 

Alas ! but I would not comply— 
I griev’d the heav’nly dove. 


In middle age | did engage 
In the affairs of life, 

Some wealth to gain, that might sustain 
My children and my wife. 


This worldly care did prove a snare, 
The devil led me on ; 

«And now alas, this is the case, 
My day of grace is gone. 


My sins are all, both great and small, 
Before my fixed eye ; 

And I must go to endless woe, 
To burn eternally. 


@ dreadful hell! where I must dwell! 
God's vengeance reigneth there ! 

{ yield my breath to cruel death, 
In horror and despair. 


My glass is run, and I’m undone, 
No mercy can I find ; 

And instantly the man doth die, 
And leave no hope behind. 


An awfol sight! God grant it might 
A warning be to all, 

To seek God's grace for saving grace, 
And hearken to his call. 


PARODY 
ON THE FOREGOING. 


BEHOLD a man threescore and ten 
Upon a dying bed! 

He’s run his race, and found sweet grace 
In Christ, our living head. 


- 


_— 


Happy he lies ; death’s no surprise, 
And thus he’s heard to say, 

To Christ, my Saviour, I shall rise 
And live through endless day. 


I know tis truth that I in youth 
Was captive led by sin; 

But Jesus blood, a purple flood, 
Shall wash and make me clean. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


My days of sin have sorrow been, 
My conscience tells me 50 ; 

No soul e’er trod away from God 
Whose ways were not of woe. 


Satan, who Eve did one deceive, 
From wisdom made me roam ; 
But God above whisper’d in love, 

Return ye wand’rer home. 


‘Twas right that I in time should try, 
Some honest course of life, 

The means to gain, that migtit sustain 
My children and my wife. 


This worldly'care was not a snare, 
My God did lead me on; 

And now I find that.he is kind, 
For grace surrounds his throne. 


My sins are all both great and small 
Prostrate at Jesus's feet ; 

And I shall rise above the skies, 
With perfect saints to meet. 


O glorious heaven! where I shall dwell? 
God’s mercy reigneth there ! 

Soon shall I go from sin and woe 
To regions ever fair, 


My glass is run, my days are gone, 
‘Merey and grace | find, 

In Christ, my Lord, the Son of God, 
Therefore, I am resign’d. 


A glorious sight! God grant it might 
To all a comfort be; 

Yor he is svre and has in store 
Eternal glory free. 

= a Te ee ee 
EPISTLE ror 1820. 

The Ministers and Delegates constituting the Northern 
Association of Universalists, to their brethren in the 
same pecious faith ; tothe Ministers of the everlasting 
gospel; to the various demominations of Christians ; 
to the rising generation, and a]] to Whom this Epistle 
may come, send christian salutations of charity, pie- 
ty, and love ; wishing you grace, mercy, and peace, 
from the fountain of inexhaustible good, to crown you 
with rich abundance in this life, and everlasting fe- 
licity in the next. 

Beloved Brethren—You must all be sensible, that obli- 
gation grows out of benifits conferred. As the divine 
Being is inypartially good to all so we, and ail men, 
are m duty bound to render him praise, thanksgiving, 
and homage. 

The vast creation of God, so far as it can be discer- 
ed and comprehended by man, discovers the infinite 
goodness and greatness of its author. 

Every thing appears to be governed by infinite wisdom ; 
All as perfect in their sphere as infinite wisdom intend- 
ed. Hence we cannot admit of any disappointment in 
the divine mind, 

*¢ All things;”’ the scriptures declare **‘ are known un- 
to God.” *The end declared from the beginning.’ We 
are also imformed, that ** he worketh all] things after the 
council of his own will.” Believing this testimony to be 
true, we repose the greatest confidence in our heavenly 
Father, feeling assured that he would never have given 
existance to rational creatures, only on the principle of 
making them happy. Hence we read that his benevo- 
lent mind, is not willing that any should perish ; bu! 
that all should come to repentance, 

Again we read ip St. PauPs epistle to Timothy ‘ who 
will have all men to be saved and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth.’ We read in the epistle of St. 
Paul to the Ephesians, that it is the will and purpose of 
our heavenly Father to gather together all in Christ.— 
‘ Having made known unto us the mystery of bis will 
according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed 
in himself ; that in the dispensation of the fulness of times 
he might gather together in one all things in Christ both 
se are in heaven and which are op egrth; even in 

im. 

Christian reader, the above sentiment is couched in 
the plainest language. No one seemingly can be mis- 
taken in his judgement respecting its true meaning.— 
Who can doubt of the final happiness of all men, while 
they read God has purposed in himself it should ¢o be ? 
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My Bretheren, what great and pecious promises are 


recorded inthe scriptures. In Genesis iii. 15, we have 
a promise,which in ils essence contains all the promises 
‘+ ] will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed: it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 

This short sentence, in its true import, amounts to a 
positive proof, that Christ will destroy him, who hath 
the power of Death, that is the Devil, and forever put 
the tyrant down, We havea parallel text with this, 
recorded in Matthew i. 21. * And she shall bring forth 
a son, and thou shait call his name Jxsus ; for he shal} 
save bis people from their sins.”? Some have denied the 
universality of the promise made in this text, and sup- 
posed that the term ‘ his people,’ embraced a much Jess 
number thanall people Let the plain testimony of ov; 
Saviour put the subject forever to rest. * All things 
are given me of my father.” All those who believe in 
the fulfilmeut of these promises, have entered into rest, 
Such as doubt them are yet in their sins. 

Let us all remember that he, who hath promised. js 
able to fulfil. Stagger not at the promises of our heay- 
enly Father, for they are precious. 

The sentiment, which teaches, that Christ will hum. 
ble and subdue all things to himseli, has met with stud- 
ied and systematic cpposition. 

But as light increases, this opposition decreases ; {},¢ 
time is not far distant we hope, when all wii] be of one 
heart and one mind to praise the Lord. 

The inconsistent doctrines, which have been hel! ‘9 
our country as sacred, have kept many from the enjoy- 
ment of tpe true faith. Have made many precious souls 
stagger at the rich promises of our God, and have can:- 
ed some to deny the revelation of Jesus Christ, and to 
take shelter in the frosty elimate of Deism. Ministers 
who appear to possess the principles of piety, have lon, 
held and preached, that the doctrine of Jesus Chri-'. 
his apostles, and all the holy prophets, gives a ful) proo! 
in favour of the doctrine of endless misery. All] those 
who have dared to think or preach differently, have beer 
reported as heretics ; their doctrine as damnable bere- 
ty. This was the case in the primitive church. St 
Pau! says, ** after this manner some men say heresy, so 
worship I the God of my fathers.’ ‘ We therefor: 
both labour and suffer reproach because we trust in (he 
living God, who is the Saviour of a!j men, especially of 
those that believe. These things command and teach,” 

Hence we see that {le great apostie to the Gentiles, 
was a firm believér in the * restitution of all things.’ 
That he wished to have it known and published, we 
learn by these words, “these things command and 
teach.” Although there be a diversity of opinion in the 
christian relative to the Gnal end of man, some of which 
are neither supported by scripture nor reason, yet as 
God hes promised to restore a pure language to the peo- 
ple, so we trust in the ** fullness of times” a!l will pro- 
nounce the shibboleth right. It is certainly a confusion 
of language, to hear the learned prav for the salvation of 
all men, and in the very next breath, declare, that a be- 
lief in the salvation of all, is heretical. St. Pau) com- 
manded ‘Timotby to pray forall men without wrath and 
doubting. This is the nianver in which al] Christ's dis- 
ciples should pray, 

Hence we fearn that in orger to pray according to 
apostolic direction, we must have the weifare of allmen 
at heart. We must believe that God in due time will 
bless them with the light of life, bring them into immor- 
tal joys th his holy and divine kingdom, where their 
peace will be as * broad rivers and streams.” 

A word of exhortation to our brethren in the faith of 
Abrabam will close this Epistir. 

BELovED BRETURFN,—We, who believe in the sal- 
vation of all men, by Jesus Christ, are in duty bound 
to take heed unto our steps. 1 exhort you brethren to 
receive Christ’s doctrine as the man of your counse).— 
Qnench not the spirit of divine love ; give yourselves te 
meditation and prayer; overcome evil with good; nev> 
er speak of the name of God and Christ but with the 
highest reverence. To ourbr-thren of a different faith 
we have a duty to perform to them. In the first place, 
love them; Secondly, endeavour to read the scriptures 
to them, and if possible, convince them of their errors: 
Thirdly, never judge nor condemn them. In this way 
you wil live in friendship with all mep, and at last will 
join with the whole family of man in the blissful man- 
sions of unfading joy and glory, where you will render 
thanksgiving and praise to God and the Lamb forever 
and ever. Amen. 

By order of the Council, 


ROBYRT BARTLETT. 
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